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Viewpoint -- Raising Ethanol Levels Could Hurt Consumers, 
Manufacturers -- If Not Done Right

When ethanol levels are raised, small engines react differently and in a 
potentially dangerous way -- boat engines may seize up and gas may leak, the
RPM increases on chainsaws as the clutch and chain are constantly engaged, 
and rubber and other components in small engine products grow corroded.

By Kris Kiser, AllSAFE

May 14, 2008 -- In early March, the State of Minnesota and the Renewable Fuels 
Association (RFA) released parts of a screening study in response to legislation 
passed by the State of Minnesota requiring the use of 20% volume ethanol blended 
gasoline (E20). Under the Clean Air Act, E20 must meet certain tests before being 
allowed for use in most vehicles and small engines.

After one year of 
testing, the study 
sponsors 
concluded that 
E20 will not harm 
current 
automotive fuel 
systems. They 
also claimed E20 
provided similar 
power and 
performance to 
10% ethanol 
blended fuel 
throughout the 
entire calendar 
year. As a result, 
Minnesota 
Governor Tim 
Pawlenty's 
lauded the study 
and urged for an 
increase in the 
blend rate.

As a member of 
AllSAFE, an organization that represents 13 national consumer, manufacturing, and 
gasoline retailer associations and speaks on fuel-related legislation for over 250 
million Americans that own and operate over 400 million products, the study's 
conclusions set off some very loud alarm bells. 

Let's be clear. We are not anti-ethanol. We certainly support the national move 
toward the increased use of ethanol, turning plants and plant material into fuel that 
can decrease our dependence on gasoline and help the U.S. achieve "energy 
security." 

Many point to Brazil as a prime example of higher ethanol blends helping a country 
become energy independent, but we can't compare ourselves to this model. Brazil 
is a different market place with much less stringent emission standards and a 
different climate. Also, because higher ethanol blended fuels are available in large 
amounts, Brazil has invested in a host of new "flex-fuel" vehicles (FFV), which are 
specifically designed to run on any level of ethanol. With the exception of flex-fuel 
vehicles, U.S. products were designed to run on zero or 10% ethanol only.

Our main concern at AllSAFE is just as our name implies -- the safety of more than 
400 million products currently in use, including recreational boats and marine 
engines, chainsaws, lawnmowers, motor vehicles, motorcycles, all terrain vehicles 
(ATVs), snowmobiles, generators, and related vehicles and equipment.

There are several flaws with the released study. First, it tested only recent model 
automobiles, but the national fleet still includes hundreds of millions of older model 
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cars. Also, it failed to study the millions of small engine products currently used by 
consumers and to test emission impacts and vehicle durability over time. 

When ethanol levels are raised, small engines react differently and in a potentially 
dangerous way -- boat engines may seize up and gas may leak, the RPM increases 
on chainsaws as the clutch and chain are constantly engaged, and rubber and other 
components in small engine products grow corroded. All of this can lead to engine 
and product failure, and potentially, safety hazards.

First and foremost, increasing ethanol levels in gasoline above current limits is a 
safety and product liability issue. Neither the small engine industry nor vehicle 
manufacturers can risk customers getting hurt. Second, vehicle and product failures 
may cause non-compliance with federal and state laws. If problems occur, 
consumers and the government may blame the manufacturer, not the fuel. This 
could have a disastrous impact on manufacturers, but if the fuel does get blamed, it 
could create a consumer backlash against ethanol in general. AllSAFE wants to 
prevent both of these potential outcomes.

So, what do we advocate? AllSAFE recommends fully studying the impacts of 
blends like E20 before taking any steps to adopt the fuel. We want to work with the 
Department of Energy and EPA to conduct appropriate studies using scientific 
protocols. We need to secure comprehensive and credible emissions data, 
including exhaust, evaporative and permeation effects, as well as safety, product 
performance and consumer satisfaction. Without that information, it would be 
reckless to move to higher levels of ethanol. But with it, we are hopeful our nation 
can calculate a transition to levels leading to the energy security all of us desire. 

We urge manufacturers of all products that use gasoline to stay informed on the 
issues and engaged in this discussion, identifying one or more persons at your 
company to stay up-to-date and report back to the rest of your executive team. 
Information and updates can be found at www.allsafe-fuel.org, as well as the latest 
developments. 

Any policymaker considering the use of E20 must weigh many factors -- product 
safety, consumer awareness, the environment and our economic infrastructure. If 
done right, we can all win and secure an energy independent future for our country.

Kris Kiser is a spokesman for AllSAFE and vice president of public affairs for the 
Outdoor Power Equipment Institute, member of AllSAFE. AllSAFE speaks on 
fuel-related legislation that affects over 250 million Americans who own and operate 
over 300 million products, including recreational boats and marine engines, 
chainsaws, lawnmowers, motor vehicles, motorcycles, all terrain vehicles (ATVs), 
snowmobiles, generators, and related vehicles and equipment. For more 
information, visit www.allsafe-fuel.org. 
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